Practicing the presence of God

On January 2, | received an email from a friend edmom that gave me pause. He told me about
his New Year's resolution to keep "a genuine Sdibbatlis plan is to turn off his computer and cell
phone from Friday 6 pm to Monday 9 am. Family &mehds can call the land-line in his home
anytime. Tom confessed that communication teclgylwad gained a stronghold in his life and
distracted him from God, his wife, his family ameééhds. Information was eclipsing understanding;
electronic chatter obscuring quiet time with GAahm wants more presence of God in his life.

| readily recognize his discernment and decisibty. family and | made a similar decision when we
stop texting on our phones. What began as a nowitl a convenience, had become an annoyance.
It is very telling; at least a few people were gmhnt about our decision as if we had abandoned
them! How sad when a tool, be it a computer, a @ghone, or whatever becomes an idol. What
happened to face-to-face and voice-to-voice comaoation?

Technology has it place. Yet, we make machinesetoe us; they do not make us to serve them.
The heart is so easily distracted. Prayer, whicleantact and communication with God, is an
acquired skill. 1 mean this from the human poihview. From God's point, it is a grace. Prayer
requires attention of the heart made availabledd.GAnd, the willingness to wait.

This is one reason | love praying the Psalms. iRgathe Psalms is reading them slowly and quietly
and therefore being led into a spaciousness si¢brd God wants me to hear is possible to my dull
heart. Notice | used the verb "love" not "like.héfe are some times | do not like praying the
Psalms. It hurts when | am anxious or upset ntwaget on with my plan for the day. Praying the
Psalms keeps me honest and puts me in my placmy l§&@bd. It compels me to let God have the
first Word of the day. When his Word is spokerg &lactually hear it, it gives me "a piece/peace of
God" | carry throughout the day and sometimes fareak. It builds up my faith, gives me hope,
and increases charity. It is heavenly food fordhethly journey. Frequently, | share the paracul
Word with my wife, Pam. On occasion, | tell friendbout it. The particular Word always informs
my ministry in some shape or form.

My friends, the Lord is very merciful to us. Hisod is alive and falling all around us like gentle,
pristine snow. Please listen. Your life depengsruHim.

Faithfully yours,

Father Hastings

PS. See you in Church!



Parish Register for JANUARY 2012
If your JANUARY birthday or wedding anniversary is not listed, please contact the office.

Joseph Bragg, USMC
‘ Matthew Capps, USN
Robert Egbert, USCG

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS Joseph Hannum, USN
Eric Lee Hicks, Jr., USMC
01 Janis Sandy, Adrienne LaFleur Colm Kelly, US Army Ranger
02 Lisa Taylor, Raoul Daigle John Patrick McDermott, US Air Force
07 Amy Stahl Matthew T. O’Malley, USN
gg gﬂ;a:lyl/?l\(/ftla?g;n Lee Chayes Jacob Sibley, US Air Force
11 Richela Stodd’ard, Erik Schada Kurt Werner, USMC
12 Chandler Johnson, Christopher Carroll, James If you would like to add a family member
Hockenberry to our Military List to be prayed for,
13 Sydney Remaily please contact the office.
15 Cameron Carty
16 Max Marin, Sally Lucas
17 Ralph Sealy, Jeannette Oleykowski, Anthony .
Carty B@ﬁzal/
19 Celeste Greene m
21 Sandra Powell, Lisa Young —_——=
22 Doris Furlong, Xander Stahl ————
26  Julius Dixon, Jeffry Wiskoski NW"" <ns
28 Elwood Brown
29 Jake Capps
31 Evan Carroll
<
WEDDING
JANUARY
07 Raoul & Joann Daigle
26 Bruce & Beryl Madden |
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Paul M. Roediger & Shirley H. Davis

December 3, 2011



When | think about this year's Christmas
celebration, | feel very blessed. The weeks
before Christmas were a blur of planning,
shopping, wrapping and baking and then
finally it began: Thursday evening...little
Vivian so excited about being an angel in the
Nativity for the first time; caroling with Terri,
Angela, Anne and Mitch and the children. Lee
and Marion at their front door smiling, and
Tom Smerke was so happy to have us visit.

Saturday evening...the children so happy and
excited getting on their costumes. The young
musicians played 'The First Noel' so
beautifully. (I am so grateful to Nancy Smith
and Angela Carty for practicing with the
musicians and for Phil's leadership.) Kate and
Jeffrey read so well, and all the children who
memorized lines and acted their parts and
helped each other. Sandy Stout who always
helps in many ways. The carols... 'Away in a
Manger' with Schuyler's beautiful solo. Steve
certainly brought out the best in our children's
choir. 'Silent Night'. 'While Shepherds
Watched their Flocks by Night'. Ashleigh's
beautiful voice singing: 'Mary did you know'?

| was happy to have those hymns 'stuck in my
head' for a few days.

It was truly a great blessing to me to be with
all of you on Christmas Eve and to know all of
these children and young people. Their
enthusiasm and their joy is a precious gift.
Thank you to all of the parents who helped,
and who stayed after church while their
children practiced.

| pray that the peace, hope and the joy of
Christmas stays with you throughout the New

Year!
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To Start A New Year

"A new year is unfolding—Ilike a blossom
with petals curled tightly concealing the
beauty within.

Lord, let this year be filled with the things
that are truly good—with the comfort of
warmth in our relationships, with the
strength to help those who need our help and
the humility and openness to accept help
from others.

As we make our resolutions for the year
ahead, let us go forward with great hope that
all things can be possible—with Your help
and guidance." ~ Anonymous
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ALTAR GUILD USHERS, 8:00 AM
06 E. Robinson, C. Russo, L. Paradis, 01 TBA
S. Brennan 08 G. Aldinger
13 J. Kirkwood, E. Worthington, D. Donohue 15 J. Newhouse
20 S. Ingram, A. Myers, S. Moritz 22 C. Lentz
27 B. Schada, L. Lenhardt, B. Carleo 29 D. Kuchinos
ACOLYTES USHERS, 10:00 AM
01 A. Vera, J. Avallone, J. Smith, AJ Sibley, 01 C. Lentz, TBA
N. Cataldi, J. Wiskoski, M. Greene, 08 C. Jones, lll, C. Jones, M. Jones
C. Greene, M. Chayes 15 J. Egbert, E. LaFleur, E. Browne
08 M. Harrar, M. Littlepage, D. Mair 22 P. Roediger, TBA
15 M. Harrar, E. Nowak, J. Hellegers 29 0. Wharwood
22 D. Mair, M. Harrar, M. Littlepage
29 E. Nowak, D. Mair, A. Sibley 10:00 AM COFFEE HOUR
01 Avallone, Hellegers
08 Mosler, McClure, Salisbury
15 Capps
22 Littlepage, Howard
29 West family
DATE DAY 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 10:00 AM
LESSON CHALICE/ OT/EPISTLE CHALICE/ OT/EPISTLE
PRAYERS PRAYERS
1/01/12 | The Holy Name of Our | L. Young E. Cristinzio J. Sealy A. Sibley
Lord Jesus Christ M. Will M. Sands J. Mayall G. Merkle
Numbers 6:22-27
Galatians 4:4-7
1/08/12 | 1 Epiphany L. Young S. Ingram L. Bart S. Bauder
Genesis 1:1-5 J. Newhouse H. Lindhult D. Howard T. Johnson
Acts 19:1-7
1/15/12 | 2 Epiphany J. Keene E. Cristinzio J. Sudler W. Sudler
1 Samuel 3:1-10, [11-20] M. Will E. Pope L. Nolan J. West
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
1/22/12 | 3 Epiphany L. Young S. Ingram J. Sealy P. Hastings
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 J. Keene M. Sands J. Mayall J. Harrar
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
1/29/12 | 4 Epiphany J. Sudler D. Haney D. Howard D. Mair
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 | M. Will E. Pope L. Nolan A. Carty
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
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Then Sings My Soul,Robert J. Morgan



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Holy Office 11:30 AM - 9:30 AM - 7:00 PM -
Eucharist - Closed |Food Pantry |Holy Eucharist|/Intercessory
8:00 AM & 10:15 AM - Prayer
10:00 AM Bible Study 7:30 PM -
Youth Sunday Choir
Rehearsal
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Holy 11:30 AM - 9:30 AM - 7:00 PM - 11:00 AM -
Eucharist - Food Pantry |[Holy Eucharist||Intercessory ([Southampton
8:00 AM & 7:00 PM - 10:15 AM - Prayer Estates Holy
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl ||Bible Study 7:30 PM - Communion
Ministry Choir
Rehearsal
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Holy 11:30 AM - 9:30 AM - 7:00 PM - 8:30 AM -
Eucharist - Food Pantry |[Holy Eucharist||Intercessory Men's
8:00 AM & 10:15 AM - Prayer Breakfast
10:00 AM Bible Study
7:00 PM - 7:30 PM - 12:00 Noon
Vestry Choir - 4:00 PM -
Meeting Rehearsal St. Anne's
Club
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM - 9:30 AM - 7:00 PM -
Prayer Shawl Food Pantry |[Holy Eucharist||Intercessory
Youth Prayer
Teaching 7:00 PM - 10:15 AM -
Holy Prayer Shaw! ||Bible Study 7:30 PM -
Eucharist - Ministry Choir
8:00 AM & Rehearsal
10:00 AM
29 30 31
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM -

Prayer Shawl
Youth
Meeting

Holy
Eucharist -
8:00 AM &
10:00 AM

Food Pantry







